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Japan is a country with a lot of built up misin-
terpretations and stersotypical images, some
which are the truth, and some that are far from
the reality. When foreigners hear the word
Japan, immediately they assume a rich country
with abundant supplies of sushi, kimonos, and
loose white socks that all Japanese schoolgirls
seermn to possess. Ignorant foreigners seem to de-
vour such images vet they do not understand
the true culture from where they are produced.

For me, Japan has always been an enigmatic
place conveniently defined by cherry blossom
trees, geisha, sumo wrestlers and bullet trains.
Before I arrived here, my image of the country
was of Japanese skiers blackening snowy white
slopes with a density that was unfathomable to
a person brought up on the ski slopes of Roma-
nia {Ro population is 23 millions on the almost
the same surface like Japan).

Japan is just as busy, clean, well organized
and efficient as it is famed to be. The only ma
jor exception to this that I came across was the
number of homeless people in Osaka. Having
said that, they do all keep very tidily within cer-
tain areas of the city, and have built the most ad-
vanced shelters I have ever seen. One guy had a
two-bstory wooden hut built on the pavement
[sidewalk ]| up against a telephone box.

I had excellent food, unbelievably polite ser-
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vice everywhere, and went up the biggest and
most impressive tower block I've ever seen. I
just wish I could piece it all together, but 1
guess visiting London for the first time would
be similarly overwhelming.

During my staying in Osaka University I
found the Japanese students to be friendly but
shy. Most Japanese students will admit to speak-
ing a little English but it is quite difficult to com~
municate. Due to the language barrier I found
it difficult to really get to know any student or
other local people.

My perception of how Japanese perceive me,
as being an “alien” to their country is mixed. I
get various looks from people, when I am on
the train or just working around. Many people
just instantly assume that I am from America,
as though America and Japan are the only coun-
tries in the world. I think Japanese have a fasci-
nation about foreigner's mavbe a love hate rela-
tionship could be the best way to describe it.
Japanese seem enthralled by foreign things, for
example food, music, memorabilia, movies,
English writing, etc. Even visual forms take ef
fect by Japanese teenagers with tanned skin,
blond hair and fake blue eves. Japanese like the
idea of appearing western only on a superficial
level. They try to be a part of the western cul-

ture, vet remain its distance at the same time,

As a Japan loving outsider, I feel that while
you have to accept some general things about
culture, you have to understand that there are
many individuals who of course do not reflect
the generalizations.

Everybody instinctively has set stereotypical
ideas about different countries, however I strong-




ly feel that it is important not to rely heavily on
these misconceptions. People need to experi-
ence a country’s culture for themselves, before
they can pass any sort of judgment. I am lucky
enough to be able to experience Japans true cul-
ture for seven months. Of course there have
been some negative points about Japan, howev-
er the positive aspects have strongly out
weighed the negative ones. One thing I feel
that I am going to miss when I return to Roma-
nia, apart from the food, is the people. I feel no
matter how beautiful a country is it is the peo-
ple that make the different. The hospitality I
have felt so far from my stay in Japan is like noth-

ing I have ever felt before.
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